directly or using the proximal phalanx as a piston. The main issue with the closed technique is maintaining the reduced position in a plaster cast once moulding is complete, thereby commonly necessitating surgical stabilisation. We describe a novel and useful technique that maintains the reduction in the intrinsic plus (Edinburgh) position with the wrist at 20-30º of extension (Fig 1) .
TECHNIQUE
First, a Tubigrip™ elasticated tubular bandage (Mölnlycke, Dunstable, UK) is applied. An Actimove ® Alufoam aluminium finger splint (BSN medical, Hull, UK) is bent into the intrinsic plus position and applied to the volar aspect of the hand and forearm, bridging the fractured metacarpals. The fracture is then reduced as described above. An Actimove ® Manus Eco wrist brace is applied snuggly over this. The injured metacarpal fingers are buddied up to the Actimove ® Alufoam aluminium finger splint with tape. Finally, a Hospicrepe ® Type II cotton crêpe bandage (Paul Hartmann, Heywood, UK) is applied to prevent the patient interfering with the splint (Fig 2) .
DISCUSSION
This technique allows bony union without the need for changing immobilisation materials throughout the fracture healing process, thus enabling continuous stabilisation through conservative management.
Using chlorhexidine soap as an alternative lubricant for harvesting split skin grafts JN Rodrigues, PM Geary Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust, UK CORRESPONDENCE TO Jeremy Rodrigues, E: j.n.rodrigues@doctors.org.uk Common lubricants for split skin graft harvesting include paraffin (which can cause persistent greasiness, preventing the use of adherent dressings to the donor site) or saline (which may not lubricate adequately, affecting graft quality). Alternatively, a weak dilution of chlorhexidine soap solution used for hand scrubbing, for example HiBiSCRUB ® (Mölnlycke, Dunstable, UK), provides a more slippery surface than saline. After graft harvest, its water solubility allows it to be washed off easily prior to applying adhesive dressings to the donor site, unlike paraffin. By diluting it in saline (approximately 1 part in 200), foaming in the dermatome is avoided.
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